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DISCOURSE 
BRIBERY. | 


Eſpecially in the ELEKCTION of 
Members of PARLIAMENT: 


BEING A 


SERMON 


Preached at Boſton in thę County of Lincoln: 
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Defofſa in loculis, quos ſportula fecit amicos. 
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Priated by W. Cax rA at the Foot of Craig's Cloſs: 
Sold by AL Ex. Davivson Bookſeller in the 
Parliament- Houſe, 1734. 
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DE u r. xvi. 19. 
r a Gift doth blind the Eyes of the 
Wiſe, and pervert the Words of the Righ- 


reo. 


HE Crime cenſured in theſe Words, is 
Bll NA) 1 what we cali Byibery. The Nature 
: i and Greatneſs of which Sin, together 
: with the ill Conſequences which at- 
> 
— 


tend it, I purpoſe to lay before you 
in the enſuing Diſcourſe, which I ſhall 
conclude with a Word or two of Application to them 
that hear me. 

I. And, Firſt, T ſhall conſider the Nature of it. 
A Bribe I look upon as a Reward given to another, 
for an unlawful Purpoſe, or upon an unlawful Con- 
{ideration ; as when either the End we have in View 
is in itſelf unlawful, or the Means, whereby we ſeck 
to obtain it, are unlawful and blameable, 

Thus, To ſeek for an unjuſt Sentence in Judg- 
ment, or to overthrow a righteous Cauſe, is ſuth 
an End as no Man can lawfully purpoſe or intend ; 
and, if he does, it is Sin. To purſue this End, by 
corrupting the Bench, or ſuborging Witneſſes, is to 
uſe wicked Means for the Accompliſhment of that 
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wicked End: And a EW given upon ſuch an 
Account, we call a Bzibe, _ 
Too ſeek for an Office, either in Church or State, 
for which we are duly qualified, is in itſelf lawful, 


and becomes ſinful only by the Mixture of ſome ſin- 


Ful Circumſtances in our Deſign ; as if we propoſe 
do ourſelves our own Glory or Intereſt, more than 


the Glory of God, or the Intereſts of Religion ; if, 
under Pretence of ſerving our Country, we intend 
Principally to ſerye ourſelves; or, under Colour of 


'a more than ordinary Concern for the publick 


Safety, we propoſe really to frengehen Fa&ion, to 
keep up a Party, or carry on a Deſign, which we 
rar or are afraid to own in the Face of the 
orld. 

Theſe, and ſuch like unhandſom Ingredients, will 
ender any End, whatever it is we aim at, tho' in 
itſelf lawful, and very commendable, yet to us un- 
lawful t 
But elſe, as we obſerv'd before, there is nothing 
griminal in ſeeking an Office which we are ca- 


t to Men, and Credit and Reputation to our- 


ſet of diſcharging, with Glory ro God, Bene- 


elves. 

Only, when we purſue this End by ſuch Means 

and Ways as the Laws of God, or the Laws of our 

Country, have forbidden ; when we purchaſe thoſe 

Employments and Honours for Reward, which by 
aw we have no juſt Title to wear, except they be 


freely given us; this is a wicked Method of pur- 


ſuing a Deſign in itſelf not wicked. Every Gratu- 
Ity given upon ſuch Accounts, is a Bribe; and the 
Giver, as well as the Receiver, are equally, guilty of 
the Sin of Bribery, _ TR, BY, 

A Sin it is of the vileſt Parentage- It is the 
Child of Avarice, curs'd Ambition, Faction, and 
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Treachery; and gain þ FE nowhere, but in 
the moſt deform'd, crooked, and canker'd Souls. He 
that gives Bribes for the Accompliſhment ot ſuch 
his Purpoſes, does it ſometimes for his own Sake 
only, to ſatiate a covetous, or to gratity an ambi- 
tions Mind, in the Accompliſhment of ſome Deſign 
which he dares not own; ſometimes to ſtrengthen 
the Hands of Faction, Schiſm, Latitude, and Infi- 
delity, under the plauſible, and, indeed, very ve- 


nerable Names of Revolution and Moderation. Either © 


he makes Merchandize of the unwary Multitude, 
and buys an Intereſt among little People, that he 
may ſell it among the Great ; or his Ambition aims 
at ſomething above his Merit ; which therefore he 
deſpairs to reach, unleſs the Lowneſs ot his Sta- 
ture may be ſupply*d by the Height of his Station; 


or ſome naughty Paſſion in him cannot be gratifyd 


npon other Terms. His Party wants him, and the 
Faction he has eſpouſed muſt be ſupported : And 
therefgre, no Art or Means in his and their united 
Pay, howſoever diſingenuous or unlawful, ſhall be 
winting to enable him to do them Service. 

And what makes the Sin more abominable, 1s, 
That ſuch a Trader in Corruption, together with his 
Agents, Complices, and Under-Pullers in Iniquity, 
whilſt they carry on their ungodly Traffick, put 
themſelves under a Neceſſity of debauching Man- 
kind, and drawing others into the ſame Guilt with 
themſelves. For ſo it is, in this Sin, as well as in 
many others, we are not alone in the Crime, but 
hook in our Brethren to be Partakers with us. No 
Man can make his Market in this Trade of Miſchief, 
without tempting others into the Snare, to barter 
with him for their Integrity and Honour, for their 
Souls and Conſciences. To this End, he plants his 

Batteries againſt their weakeſt Part, and * his 
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Advantage of their Poverty, their ſordid Covetouſ- 
nels, their Ignorance of their Duty, or ſome other 
Corruption and Infirmity in their Nature. Alas ! 
Unhappy is it for weak, ſimple, and unwary Men, 
depreſs d and diſcouraged by the Poverty and Sad- 
neſs of their Condition, to fall into ſuch traiterous 
Hands, which, like the grand Tempter and Mur- 
derer of Souls, bereave them, by their foul Artifices, 
of their Innocence, their. Honour, and Honeſty, even 
of every Thing that juſtly is, and ought to be dear to 
them; and having once got 'em into their Net, keep 
them there, the tuture Slaves of their arbitrary Will 
and Pleaſure. | 

Such is the Aggreſſor's Share of the Guilt, who, 
by ſuch vile Arts, takes Advantage of the Avarice, 
Poverty, or other Infirmity of his Brother, for the 
Accompliſhment of his own ungodly Ends and De- 
ftigns. But, is the Receiver of a Bribe, in the mean 
Jime, innocent? By no Means. Nothing, not Po- 
verry itſelf, is ſufficient to ſcreen him from having 
alio a very great Part of the Sin to anſwer for him- 
{clt, Tis true, in the firſt Overtures, probably, he 
is paſſive. He does not, perhaps, with a Forehead 
of Braſs, offer his Tongue to Auction; but meets 
with the Tempration thrown by the Miniſters of 
Satan into his Way, hugs and embraces it, and re- 
joycꝭs over the Treaſure which he has unexpectedly 
tound. But, is it a ſufficient Excuſe for our Sinning, 
ro lay, That we were tempted? Alas, what Sin is 
there that ſhall want an Excuſe, it this be one? 
'Icmprations are permitted by the Providence ot 
God, to try our Conſtancy, not to excuſe our Fal- 
ling: And Poverty is ſuffer'd to come upon us, not 
bccauſe God delights to ſee us under Affliction, but 
for this End eſpecially, among others, to try if we 
date be honeſt in the Midſt ot our Poverty, and ſa- 
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erifice worldly Odd ales to a good and upright 
Conſcience. So that, it is plain, no Pretence of this 
Kind can either juſtify or excuſe us, neither our be- 
ing poor, nor our being tempted by any other Cir- 
cumſtance of our Condition, nor any of thoſe wretch- 
ed Fig-Leaves wherewith Sinners uſually ſeek to hide 
their Shame. St. James will give us à much better 
Account of all this Matter: Let no Man ſay, when 
he is tempted, I am tempted of God; (which every 
Man does, who excuſes his Sins with the Permi(- 
ſions of Providence) for God cannot be tempted with 
Evil, neither tempteth he any Man : But every Man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away of his own Luft, and 
enticed. So that we mult look at home for the Cauſe 
of this, as well as all our other Sins, even to the 
Wickedneſs of our own Hearts and Minds. 

True it is, that ſome, eſpecially among the pooreſt 
of our People, are brought into theſe Meaſures, thro” 
a Want of good Senſe, and ſerious Conſideration of 
what they are doing. And this is the beſt Article 
that can be offer'd in their Excuſe. Whilſt they ſut- 
fer themſelves thus to be made the ſorry Tools and 
Accomplices of ill Mens Deſigns, they are wholly 
intent upon the Means of ſupplying their preſent 
Wants, and removing the Difficulties they ſtruggle 
under ; and almoſt any Propoſal is welcome, that 
will facilitate this. Beyond their own domeſtick 
Affairs, they are not at Leiſure to extend their 
Thoughts; are not aware what a Truſt the Govern- 
ment has repoſed in them; and conſider not the 
Obligations they ly under, to diſcharge it faithfully 
and well, | 
In the mean Time, this is no ſufficient Excuſe, tho 
it is the beſt that even Charity can ſuggeſt. But 
Charity itſelf cannot extend it to all who are con- 
cerned in this foul Work. Jog often it comes - 
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paſs, that our Willingneſs to accept a Bribe, proceeds 
not from the real Poverty of our Condition, but from 
our inſatiable Avarice, an inext inguiſhable Thirſt of 
growing ric, a Principle which will ſuffer no other 
Principle o ſubſiſt with it, but will quickly devour 
all the Seeds of Religion, Loyalty, and common 
Honeſty, planted in us either by Nature, Educati- 
on, or the Grace of God. Poſſeſs'd with fuch a 
Devil, what can the World think of us, oc we of 
ourſelves, but that, whatever our Pretences may be, 
we are really Men that have no Fear of God betore 
our Eyes? That our whole Religion is only to wor- 
ſhip Nebuchadnezzar's golden Image ? and that our 
Love and Loyalty to our Country, centers in mak- 
ing ourſelves the richeſt Men in it? Scarce any Mif- 
chief is there, which a Man under ſuch a malignant 
Influence will not concur with. For a Bag of Mo- 
ney, for a Place, nay, even for a Piece of Bread, or 
a drunken Treat, he will ſell his Sovereign, his Coun- 
try, the Church he is Mcmber of, to any one 
that can make the Purchaſe ; to Men whom he knows 
not ; to thofe, who probably gape for the Ruin of 
ſome, if not all theſe; and who, a wife and good 
Man would think, are therefore unfit to ſerve in a 
public Station, becauſe they nſe ſach unworthy 
eans to obtain it. . 
II. Having thus, in general, conſidered the Na- 
ture, let us, in the Second Place, take à ſhort View 

of the Greatneſs of this Sin of Bribery. And, 
1. We cannot be guilty of ſuch a Corruption, but 
we are highly unjuſt to the Community whereof we 


are Members. All Bribery, whether in Judgment, 
or in Elections to publick Stations, or in any Caſe 
whatſoever, is always unjuſt, as the Words going a- 
long with my Text do directly imply: 4 Gift 
doth blind the Eyes of the Wife, ſays Moſes * my 

ext, 
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Text, and pervert the wh of the Righterus : That 
which is altogether juſt ſhalt thou follow, that thou maveſt 
live. Fidelity, Obedience, and a hearty Endeavour to 
ſupport the Government, are the fundamental Da- 
ties of Subjects to Sovereign Powers, which, who- 
ſoever is detective in, can by no Means pretend be 
is juſt to his Governors, or true to the Obligations 
he lies under. And how has he diſcharged theſe 
Duties, who violates the Laws, who makes Sale of 
his Conſcience, preters his private Lucre betore the 
Good of his Country, and is influenced by a ſecret 
Gratuity, in one of the moſt important Inſtances 
wherein the Government requires his Service ? 

2. It is an Act of the moſt perfidious Baſeneſs and 
Treachery. To betray a Truſt was always con- 
demned, even by the Morality of Heathens, much 
more of Chriſtians. And the greater the Conſequence, 
Value, and Importance of the Truſt is, the great- 
er, in Proportion, is the Wickedneſs of betraying it. 
Now, what greater ſecular Truſt can be lodged in 
our Hands, than a Right to nominate the Perſons 
who ſhall act for us in the greateſt Affairs that con- 
cern our Country? A Privilege which renders us caſy 
and happy beyond our Neighbours, of whom all 
admire, and ſome envy a Felicity which they en- 
joy not. But what ſhall we ſay then to thoſe wie- 
ked and inconſiderate Men, who betray ſach a_ 
Truſt, who fell, barter, and trifle away ſo valuable 
an Intereſt for a ſorry Pittance of Money, for a 
Meal, for a drunken Surfeit, in Defiance of all Laws 
both of God and Man; and thereby do what in them 
lies to betray their native Country to any that will 
buy it? Is it not Pity, that ſuch Men ſhould have 
ſuch a Truſt lodged in theit Hands? And were it 
not juſt, by Law, to deprive them of a Privilege they 
ſo lictle value, and ſo ſadly abuſe? 88 . 
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I might add, Thirdly, That, as few Sins come 
ſingle and ſolitary, ſo I doubt this of Bribery (in 
that Inſtance eſpecially, which, at this Time, I 
chicy inſiſt upon) is attended with Perjury too; in 
that it is hardly reconcilable either with our Oaths 
ot Allegiance interpreted, as they ought to be, in 
theic full Extent ; or, with thofe other Oaths impoſ- 
ed by the Municipal Laws of every particular Cor- 
poration or Body Politick, upon all ſuch as they ad- 
mit to their Franchiſes and Privileges, 

Bur I haſten, and fhall finiſh this Article with a 
Recital, Fourthly, of ſome of thoſe many Paſſages in 
Scripture, wherein this Practice is condemned, threat- 
ned, or puniſhed. It is plainly condemned and for- 
bidden in my Text. It was before forbidden, Exod. 
xxiii. 8. almoſt in the ſame Words. In Je xv. 34. 
we are told, That the Congregation of Hypocrites ſhall be 
deſolate, and Fire ſhail conſume the Tabernacles of Bribe- 
ry. Solomon ſties him a wicked Man, who taketh a 
Gift out of the Baſom, to pervert the Ways of Judgment, 
Gebuxi, when he accepted the Syrian's Preſents, re- 
ceived his Leproſy too, and ſtands upon Record a. 
laſting Example of the Divine Juſtice and Vengeance. 

But your own Obſervation has, J doubt nor, al- 
ready collected many Sentences out of Holy Writ to 
the ſame Purpoſe, which abound in the Complaints 
of the Prophets, and more eſpecially in the Book of 
Proverbs ; fome of which will, probably, fall in our 
Way, before we have finiſhed this Diſcourſe. 

III. I proceed therefore, Thirdly, to lay before you 
the miſchievous Effects and unhappy Conſequences 
this Sin is attended with, to our Country, to Reli- 
gion, and to ourſcives. 

And, Firſt, If this Sin grow to be frequent and 
general, ( as we have Cauſe enough to fear, if we 
credit the daily Complaints of it) our Conſtitution, 


both 


11 
both in Church and State, cannot but be affected by 
it in a terrible Manner. | 

The World knows too well, that there are Men 
who watch for the Ruin of Religion in general, c- 
pecially the Religion and Worſhip of the Church of 
England. Ard it theſe Men can, by Bribery and 
Corruption, ſcrew themſelves into Power and Autio- 
rity, ſhall we think our Candleſtick ſafe in ſuch 
Hands, at leaſt, that Religion ſhall not in ſome or 
other Reſpect be a Suficrer by it? 

In the mean Time, our Civil Intereſts are as little 
ſafe under ſuch Practices, as our Ecclefiaſlical, For 
Bribery deſtroys Faith and mutual Conſidence, the 
Foundation of all humane Socicty and Government ; 
it violates the moſt ſacred Engagements, and expoſes 
the ſtrongeſt Obligations to Sale, 

It it creep into our Houſes of Judgment, the Poor 
only ſhall ſaffer, while the Rich and Guilty go fiee. 
It will {oou ſtop the Courſe of Juſtice among us; our 
moſt cexceilent Laws and Statutes will then becomę 
worſe than a dead Letter, even a cruel Inſtrument in 
the Hands of rich, potent and great Oppoſers, to 
cruſh and deſtroy their tclilow Chriſtians; and our 
Caſe will ſoon be like that of the Jews in Tſaial?s 
Time, of whom he complains, Cay. i. Every one 
loveth Gifts, and fulloweth after Rewards; they judge 
not the Fatherlefs, neither doth the Cauſe of the Widow 
come unto them. 

Bur this Evil, great in itſelf, is comparatively little, 
when we remember that ſuch Practices will bring 
the Conſtitution 1ticlt into Danger, and ſhake, it not 
break in Pieces, the whole Bulk and Frame ot our 
Government in both its Parts, the Civil State as well 
as the Eccleſiaſtical. This an inſpit'd Politician has 
told us, Solomon, a wile and mighty Prince, Prov. 
xxix. He that receiveih Gifts, cverthroweth the Land : 


He 


I2 
He takes the direct Way, and does what in him lies 
* overthrow it. 

oo varpy are we, w' ilſt Men of approved 
FS ea and henourable Education, of great 
7 4117 165-210 en KNOWhi.-4 Wl, nen., 2 du ntainred 
Inicill, and Attec..n toour Goverumsat, in Ciuirch 
and Sate, are pitcu'd upon to act for us in our pu- 
blick Concerns. Such will n ither undermine Reli— 
gion, nor betray baſel) the Liberties they are entru- 
fica with, nor (uud det Pretence of ſecuring theſe) ar- 
tack the juſt and ancient Prerogatives of che Crown, 
nor puriue any By-Ends, any private ſeparate Intereſt, 
to the re jadice of the Publick. 

But, wiillt every Man (as the wiſe Solomon has it) 
is a Friend only to him that giveth Gifts, Peilons of 
good and gengious Minds diſdain ſuch baſe, diſinge- 
nuous, an 4 unzencrons Methods of compaſſing their 


Deitgns; Methods condemned both by God and Man; 


and hereby ſt ch Men are kept from fcrving the Pu- 
blick, who alone are fit for it; whillt mercenary Souls, 
by clandeſtine Arts ot Bribery, get in to do Miſchief. 
Certainly, when, for Want of Merit, a Man's Gijt 

muſt made Roc fer him. Prov. xviii. 16, when we 
Cannot diſcern his Worth, units, like the Meſſengers 
of the King of Ae 10 he come with the Rewards of 
D. vinatienh in bis Hand to open our Eyes; when his 
Merit and Capacity is meatured by his Profuſeneſs 
in diſtributing to us large Wages for thoſe Suffrages, 
which ought, in all Seules, to be free, unbought, as 
well as uncompelled; then we have Reaſon to fear 


the Conſequences. Such a Man will, undoudredly, / 


ſell in another Market what he has bought i in this, 
There is Reaſon to expect it; cunning Merchants do 
not uſe to lay out their Money, but with a Proſpecł 
of Gain: And, we may depend upon it, there is no- 
thing ſo valuable to us, but, ſo far as in him lies, if 


Occa- 
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Occaſion ferves, it ſhall be made a Sacrifice to his 
private Intereſt; and who ſhall blame him for this? 
Not they, ſurely, who received Pay under him, for 
ſelling again, to the belt Advantage, that which they 
ſold him. 

We are, Secondly, to conſider what the Conſequen- 
ces arc to the particular Intereſts of thoſe who are 
guilty of this Sin. Not wordly Proſperity, to be ſure ; 
For we have already learned from the Book of Fob, 
that Fire ſpall conſume the Tabernacles of Bribery. Tis 
true, they may flouriſh a little while; but Solomon 
will tell us what the final Event is of ſuch unlawtul 
Acquiſitions: The Treaſures of Mickedneſs profit no- 
thing ; and Wealth gotten by Varaty (that is, by wick- 
cd a1 11zult Methods) bai be diminiſhed. In a Word, 
all the Curſes that are due to foul Injuſtice, Perjury, 
Ticaion and vie Perfidiouſneſs; all the heavieſt 
Judgments of God will be the final Reward of Bribe- 
ry. Like the Waters of Fealouſy, it will cauſe the Bel- 
ly to ſwell, and the Thigh to rot. It brings Ruin up- 
on us, and all that belong to us; Diſgrace, Beggary, 
and utmoſt Contempt here, and (without Repentance) 
eternal Damnation hereafter. He that is greedy of Gain 
troubleth his owa Houſe, (the wiſe Moralilt tells us) 
But he that pateth Gifts hall live. And for this Sin, 
particularly, the Prophet Amos denounces à national. 
Judgment upon the Maelites; Thus ſaith the Lord, for 
Three Tranſareſſions of Iſracl, and for Four, I wil! not 
turn away the Puniſhment thereof; becauſe they ſold the 
Righteous for Silver, and the Poor jor a Pair of Shoes. 
It works a Kind of Witcheraft upon the Soul, or 
(in Solomon's Language) deſtroyeth the Heart; which 
Expreſſion is interpreted by the Words of my Text, 
A Gift blindeth the Eyes of the Wiſe, and perverteth the 
Words of the Righteous. It ſeduces the Affections, cap- 
tivates and hoodwinks Reaſon, which is the Eye 0 
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the Soul; and teaches us with our Months to utter 
Things contrary to the Dictates of our Hearts, in- 
conſiſtent with Truth, Reaſon, Religion, and com- 
mon Honeſty, It draws, by Degrees, a Veil of Ig- 
norance oyer the Underſtanding, and hinders us from 
diſcerning Things in their true Colours. It deſtroys 
Principles, obliterates and blots out the Notices of 
Good and Evil, which God himſelt planted within 
the Mind, razes out the Image of God from thence, 
and, inſtead thereof, places that of the Devil. It 
hardens the Heart, as much as may be, to render it . 
incapable of better Impreſſions; and ripeiis the Sou], 
beforchand, for that Damnation wiitch waits tor it 
in another World. 

Such is the Nature, fo great is the Guilt, ſo horrid 
the Conſequences of this Sin of Bribery. I have ne- 
thing mare to add now, but only to apply what I 
have {aid to them that hear me. | 

| 1. To thoſe (if any ſuch be in this Place) who 
are, or have heretofore, been guilty of this Siu, hat 
{hall I ſay to you? Shall I addreis my ſelf to you 
in the Apoſtle's Language? Now ze ae full, now ye 
are rich, &c. 1 Cor. iv. 8, 10, 12, 13, 14. I forbear 
the reſt ; neither is it my Dctign, by ſpeaking theſe 

Things, to ſhame you; but, as my beloved Brethren, 1 
. Warn you. 

I warn you, in the firſt Place, to conſider what. 
you have done; how great a Scandal theſe Things 
cauſe to Religion; how irreparable an Injury they 
will, in Time, bring to the Publick ; how i an Ex- 
ample is hereby given to your Fellow-Chriſtians ; and, 
eſpecially, how deep a Wound is inflicted upon your 
own Souls. 


* This holy Place, where we are met together for 
the 


| In Boſton, the Poll for Burgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament, 
is always taken in the Pariſh-Churchz which unhapty 
Cuſtom is ſiuce confirmed by Lam. 


. 


15 | 
the Worſhip of God, 5 the Ie! of Prayer ; Will you 
then make it a Den of Thieves? Will you ſell your 
Brethren in it? Methinks the very Roof you are 
under, when you remember whoſe it is, ſhould keep 
your Conſciences in Awe; and, in the firſt Place, 
make you afraid to do an ill Thing here; in the next 
Place, ſtrike you with a ſacred Horror, and deep 
Repentance, when you have done it, and reflect on 
what you have done. 

For, 2. All that can be done more, being made 
ſenſible ok your Sin, is to warn you, that you repent, 
and do ſo no more for the Time to come. There is 
Room for Repentance, if it be not delayed, till the 
black Impreſſions of your Sin be ſo long fix'd in the 
Soul, as to become a Part of its Complexion, and 
too difficult to be effaced. One Part of Repentance is 
Reſtitution: But, alas! what Reſtitution can you 
make for the Injuries you have done the Publick ? 
Let, therefore, your Repentance be the more perfect 
in other Reſpects, in that it is defective in this. Be 
more devour and earneſt in Prayer to God for your 
Pardon; and that it may pleaſe Him to preſerve 
your Country from thoſe Evils which you have help- 
ed to bring upon it ; and, hereafter, be upon your 
Guard. Arm your ſelves againſt every Tempter. Let 
not your Poverty induce you to diſtruſt Heaven, much 
leſs to do an ill Thing for your Relict ; but throw 
your ſelves into the Arms of the Divine Providence, 
who never fails to take Care of them that dare be in- 
nocent in their preſſing Neceſſities, and truſt him f 
their Support. EB, 

2, I muſt apply my ſelf to you in general, and, 
with all poſſible Earneſtneſs, beſeech you to have a 
Care of making any Approaches to ſuch g Sin as this 
is. Be not Slaves to Money. Do not ſet a Price up- 
on your Birthright, upon thoſe Rights and 1 

e hic 
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which make this Mighty Kingdom Glorious in the 


Eyes of the wide Univerſe. Sell not yourſelves Bond- 
men to thoſe that have no other Merit but a Purſe 
to command your Intereſt. Betray not your Country 
for. Gold, neither diſgrace your ſelves by ſuch ſordid, 
as well as perfidious Actions; but act like Chriſtians 
and ' Britons, like generous, honeſt, and brave Men. 
And remember, that a Day is coming, when God 
will call theſe Things to ſtrict Account, will bring 
every Work into Judgment, with every ſecret Thing, whe- 
ther it be good, or whether it be evil; when (as the Pro- 


phet expreſſes it on another Occaſion) it ſhall be, as 


with the Buyer, ſo with the Seler; as with the Lender, 
fo with the Borrower ; as with the Taker of Uſury, ſo 
with the Giver of Uſury to him. The one as well as 
the other, ſhall be judged for all their clandeſtine 
Crimes. Their Silver and their. Gold ſhall not be able to 
deliver them in that Day of the Wrath of the Lord. In 
the mean Time, | 

May the Eternal God give us Grace ſo to order 


our Lives now, that we may attend that Day 


with Courage, and a comtortable Aſſurance of 
entring then into the Joy of our Lord, through Je- 
ſus Chriſt, our Saviour, &c. 
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